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the success story A joint security effort  
Introduct ion
Several insecurity incid-

ents that disturbed the
overall stability  and
disrupted the delivery of
aid by the International
Organizat-ions operating
in Puntland to needy
rural communities had
raised the anxiety of all
stakeholders. Hiriiro and
Maraye incidents of
kidnapping and attempted
kidnapping of Care consu-
ltants and its regional
director and staff are the
latest of a number of
incidents that compro-
mised the security and
the stability of the area.
From kidnapping of
International Aid Agency's
staff members to looting
of material and equi-
pment transported through villages, these conflicts are far
from being isolated cases and confined to specific sub-
clans or geographic areas. Delivery of aid to remote
coastal and inaccessible communities is vulnerable to
disruption by the intermediate communities, who may feel
neglected. These communities, occasionally, express their
grievances through subversive acts such as kidnappings of
expatriates or vandalizing and looting of the supplies.
At the same time, when problems arise, the first to 

respond to the situation are the members of the local
community, such as the elders, who attempt to salvage
the personnel and materials, and also to contain the
conflict. However valuable these local initiatives, they are
clearly not sufficient to confront and contain the crisis.
The need for coordinated and orchestrated efforts to
tackle these protracted incidents is paramount.
There have been increasing concerns about

deterioration in the security environment. Serious attacks
on the international aid organizations and the general
security of Puntland triggered the security alarm in the

whole area. This was
particularly worrying for
the international aid age-
ncies because they have
been used to relative
peace and security in
Puntland.
Departing from these

disquietude security chall-
enges the general public,
administration and the
international organizations
operating in Puntland
started, at various points,
to find way out of this
insecure situation. A
number of community
meetings, particularly the
Nugaal Community, aiming
at improving the security
and creating safe
environment for the
internationals to deliver
aid and assistance, have

taken place in the various townsof the area.

Towards  Better  Secur i ty  in  Punt land
From late May through June, July and August, there

were a series of meetings held between key actors in
Nairobi and missions to meet the Puntland government
to attempt to address security concerns, as well as
correspondence between the UN Resident and
Humanitarian Coordinator (UNR&HC) - on behalf of the
international aid community  and the Minister of
Planning and International Cooperation (MOPIC).
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The Joint Security  effort Workshop hosted by PDRC 
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A joint workshop was held in Garowe, Puntland, Somalia between 29-30th August in
which the Puntland Government, respected clan leaders and community
representatives, the European Comm-ission, International Non-Government Org-
anizations and UN representatives investigated ways forward to improving security.

Fruitful discussions were held in identifying the
roles and responsibility of government, elders, local
authorities, INGOs, UN and donors. This clarified
what can be expected from each of the actors and
the demands that can be placed on them. A number
of highlights are particularly worth mentioning:

Imp r o v e d   C ommun i c a t i o n
All parties agree that improved comm-

unication both between and within each party is
an essential step forward in improving the security
situation in Puntland. As a result all have committed
to meet regularly at both central and regional levels
to ensure participation, and identification of gaps
and problems before these can escalate into security
concerns.

A message from the
Executive  director
of PDRC.

Page  2

Nugaal Elders met
at PDRC and agreed
on improving the
security situation in
their region.
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Training held for
women in Galkayo by
PDRC.
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Guddiga isku xirka  iyo horumarinta gobolka Nugaal 
Kadib markii Ia asaasay gudiga isku xirka iyo horumarinta gobolka Nugaal islamarkaana uu

yeeshay gudigu kulamo dhawr ah oo looga hadlayay arimaha amniga gobolka Nugaal lana kulmay
gudiga nabad galyada Gobolka si loo adkeeyo arimaha amaanka.Waxaa gudigu garwaaqsaday
inay jiraan caqabado hortaagan sugida amniga sida:

1.Dilka , Jidgooyada iyo Dhaca Gaadiidka 
2.ciidanka amaanka 00 aan haysan kalsooni ay ku
dhiiradaan marka ay hawgal shaqo ku jiraan 
3.Dambiilayaasha aan well sharciga Ia hor keenin
00 noqday tusaale xun 00 lagu daydo 
Sidaas awgeed gudiga isku xirka iyo hormarinta
gobolka Nugaal wuxuu u arkay in ay wax weyn ka
tari karaan nabadgelyada Gobolka go,aamadan:
1.In gudiga nabadgaliyada gobolka lagala shaqeeyo
arimaha amaanka waxaana gudiga hormarinta iyo
isku xirka deegaanku ku daray laba 
xubnood oo kala shaqeeya nabadgaliyada.
2.In cidkasta oo faldambiyeed gasha kalana 

hortimaada ciidanka
amniga iska caabin
hubaysan aan cidna loo
sheegan karin wixii loo
gaysto 
dambiilaha dhimasho iyo
dhaawacba.
3.Waxaa mamnuuc ka
ah gudaha magaa-
lamadaxda Puntland in
lala dhex maro hub wixii
aan ka ahayn ciidan hawl
gal shaqo ku jira.
Waxayna ciidanka
amnigu xaq u leeyihiin in
ay wixii hub sita ka
qaadaan.
4.In sharciga Ia hor
keeno dambiilayaasha
aan weli wax xal ah laga
gaarin kiiskooda.
5.Waxaa reeban filimada
maalinta la dhigo

xiliyada shaqada iyo waxbarashada isla markaana
waa in ann wax filim ahi furnaan Karin wixii ka
dambeeya habeenkii 5 saac oo fiidnimo 
6.Waxaa kaloo reeban filim-ada xun xun,
khamaarka , xashiishada , khamriga iwm. in lagu
isticmaalo deeg-aanka gobolka Nugaal waana in
ciidanka amnigu dabagal ku sameeyaan ari-
mahaas.
7.Go,aamadaani waxay dha-qangelayaan marka ay
saxii-xaan isimada, nabad-oonada, samadoonada
gobo-lka Nugaal 
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Abdurahman Shuke
PDRC Executive Director

A message from the Directer

Xarunta PDRC oo ay ku shirayaan Guddiga isku Xirka iyo Horumarinta Nugaal 

Simultaneously, Government,
UN and NGO security
systems agreed to meet at
least monthly to address their
concerns and monitor
progress in the improvement
of the security situation.

Mutual Agreement to
Improve Policing

While recognizing that the
provision of security is the
responsibility of the Puntland
Government; donors, Non-
Government Agencies, the UN
and clan leaders confirm that
joint action is required to
provide an effective security
service. In particular, all parties 

welcomed recent moves 
forward in clarifying the roles

of traditional leaders in
ensuring security and respect
for rule of law, and in particular
the recent progress made by
Nugal elders in resolving some
of these important issues.
Replication of the Nugal elders 
resolution was encouraged by

all participants of the work-
shop.

Recognizing that the
workshop represents an
important step forward in
ensuring security for
international agencies operat-
ing in Puntland, all parties agree
to move forward with a
number of complementary
issues over the next weeks.
These will include immediately
establishing a taskforce to
remove obstacles to finalizing a 

new Memorandum of
Understanding between the
Puntland Government and
INGOs as well as INGO re-
registration.

All participants are delighted
with the outcome of these
consultations which have
successfully brought together
people from all sections of
Puntland society; the
comments made by
participants were highly
constructive and will, without
doubt, improve the quality and
safety of future activities, the
agencies' staff and the
community as a whole.

We emphasize that these
consultations are not a one-off
event, but part of a process of
partnership to which all
partners and stakeholders are
committed.
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Nugaal community Coordinatingand Development Commitee signing agreement at PDRC
main Conference Hall

I t   i s   a   g r ea t   p l easure   t o   br ing
to   your   hand  the   th i rd   ed i t i on
o f   PDRC’s   News l e t t e r .   Thi s
per iod i ca l   i s   ded i ca t ed   t o
spread  message   about   peac e ,
r e conc i l ia t i on   and  promot ion  o f
democracy   as   we l l   as   human
r igh t s   and  so c ia l   deve lopment .
Fir s t l y   we   apo log ize   f o r   the
y ear - ll ong   d i s rupt ion  on  the
produc t i on   o f   th i s   va luab l e
out r each .   I t   was   pure l y   a
t e chn i ca l   prob l em  that   thwar t ed
us   t o   pub l i sh   the   news l e t t e r .   

Now  that   we ’ r e   t e chn i ca l l y
pr epared ,   we   promise   t o   be
cons i s t en t   and  t ime ly   wi th   the
produc t i on   o f   th i s   in fo rmat iv e
handout .   

The   pr e s en t   i s sue   f o cuse s   on
Punt land  s e cur i t y   in   g enera l
and  the   e f f o r t s   o f   s takeho lder s
to   enhance   the   s e cur i t y
s i tuat ion .   Dur ing   Augus t ,
PDRC  and  i t s   par tner
organizat ion  In t e rpeac e ,   had
managed   to   hos t ,   under   the   roo f
o f   i t s   main  con f e r enc e   Hal l ,
and  fa c i l i ta t e   mee t ings   in   whi ch
repre s en ta t i v e s   o f   po t en t ia l
s takeho lder s   had  d i s cuss ed
s e cur i t y   i s sue s .   Three   suc c e s s i v e
ev en t s   that   t ook  p la c e   her e   wer e
a l l   about   e f f o r t s   t owards   be t t e r
s e cur i t y   in   Punt land  as   a
who l e .   The   admini s t ra t i on ,   the
communi ty   and  the
in t e rnat iona l   a id   agenc i e s
agr e ed   upon  coord inat ed   e f f o r t s
and  common  s tand  aga ins t
perpe t ra tor s   o f   s e cur i t y .   

On  beha l f   o f   PDRC  and
Int e rpeac e ,   our   par tner   in
peac e -bbui ld ing ,   I   ca l l   f o r   the
maint enance   o f   peac e   and
s tab i l i t y   that   Punt land  en joy ed
for   a lmos t   a   de cade   o f   i t s
exi s t enc e .   Enjoy   r ead ing   th i s
our   modes t   pub l i ca t i on   and ,
p l eas e ,   spr ead  the   word :   

“Peace   be   upon  you  and  us” .   
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PDRCPDRC
Backgraound

PDRC is a successor institution of
former War-torn Societies Project
International (WSPI), which ope-
rated in Puntland during 1997-99.
On October 30, 1999, the center
was founded as a National Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO),
governed by a Board of Directors
(BoD) of seven members. The
Board, also called "Founders",
consists of five men and two ladies.
Abdurahman Abdulle Osman
(Shuke) is the executive director of
the organization.
Founders lobby for fund-raising

and promote Puntland Deve-
lopment Research Center's policies
and programmes.

PDRCPDRC
MISSION

To participate, as actor and
beneficiary, in peace building and
reconstruction of Somalia; and
contribute to the creation of a
democratic system of government,
economic and social development,
and respect for human rights of all,
based on equality of all citizens.

PDRCPDRC
OBJECTIVES

1. To contribute to peace, human
security, and development in the
reconstruction and development of
Puntland and other regions of
Somalia.
2. To provide a neutral forum for

peace-building and reconciliation
through dialogue among key actors
(government authorities, civil
society, private sector, and
international development actors)  
3. To assist in the identification of

reconstruction problems and
priorities facing the Puntland
government and its people
4. To develop possible strategies

and options for future development,
and for efficient utilization of
resources  

PDRC compound

After the release of the kidnapped hostages in
May, on 16 May the donor group in Nairobi asked
Interpeace, a PDRC Partner, to help facilitate a
joint security workshop of key stakeholders with
the aim of finding ways forward for the
communities, the government and the aid

agencies to work together to address the security challenges that are obstructing the
effective implementation of aid in Puntland. In June, the president also proposed a
workshop between key stakeholders as a way to move forward.

Note:The above three paragraphs are extracts from "Puntland Joint Security Workshop
Report"- Interpeace.

The Main Stakeholders
Security and stability are concerns of all. However, the roles and responsibilities are the

everyday jobs of specific structures and personalities.The administration is responsible for
the overall safety and security of the area. Nonetheless, the community leaders/elders are
also accountable for the security and stability of their enclaves. On the other hand, the
international aid agencies are considered "Guests", as well as the main investors of law and
order forces.Training and equipping the security forces, rehabilitation of and establishment
of police stations, courts and prisons are mostly done through international assistance.Aid
delivery is done at the invitation of the people of Puntland who bear the responsibility of
ensuring the conditions for the delivery.

According to basic humanitarian principles, the aid agencies are not an armed group.The
only time that aid agencies would
normally have an armed escort is
to deliver life-saving assistance,
which is only a very small part of
the work needed in Puntland.
Instead, aid agencies rely on the
government and local comm-
unities as the safety net of aid
workers.

During the past three months of
security volatility the Nugaal
Coordination and Development
Committee, a 21 member
committee endorsed by Nugaal
Paramount Elders, was engaged in
coordinating and streamlining the

positions of the various communities of Nugaal towards perpetrators of the security and
stability of the area.An 8 point agreement was signed at PDRC on 26 August by about 60
elders representing sub-clans that inhabit Nugaal Region. Agreement embraced several
issues including (ref. the declaration on page 2):
>Any civilian carrying a weapon in public would be arrested and the weapon confiscated
> All sub-clans will surrender to the law any individual guilty of revenge killing, offences

against humanitarian agencies, offences against public or private property.
In addition to that all sub clan elders would register with the police and serve as

auxiliaries when called upon, and all sub clans will not claim blood money or
compensation on behalf of their clan members who have been injured or killed as a result
of resisting law enforcement officers.This was a reaffirmation of the traditional structures
support to Puntland administration to take serious actions against perpetrators of the
general security.

On the other hand and during that same period the administration was busy in
improving the security situation by convening a number of consultative meetings with
governors, Director General and members of the Puntland Reform Commission. The
concluding ceremony, held at PDRC's Main Conference Hall, where the president, his vice
and Speaker of the House of Representatives as well as other dignitaries were present, the
DGs and the Governors have recommended to focus on security.

These collective and individual efforts culminated in a Joint Three-day Security
Workshop that was held at PDRC from 29-31, 2007. Puntland administration was
represented by the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation (MOPIC), the
community was represented by a number of respected elders and religious leaders and
the international agencies were represented by the heads of the various NGOs operating
in Puntland. The overall number of participants exceeded 80 each striving to input to
peace and stability of Puntland.

In conclusion, the security incidents targeting aid agencies - and the lack of effective
action to address these, raised very critical concerns and seemed to signal a serious
breakdown in the spirit of mutual collaboration between the communities, the
government and the aid agencies. When the shared vision for the development of the
Puntland people gets lost, many problems can arise between the three groups of
stakeholders.

A joint security
effort ...

from page 1

working  session of the Securiy Workshop

Ali Farah, PDRC
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News Flash
PDRC research team has
participated in the peace-
building process in
Buuhoodle.

PDRC hosted a UNDP/MLC
and regional development
workshop on security
coordination for Governors
and mayors of Puntland
Administration.

Upcoming  Events:
PDRC research team will
conduct a survey on youth
organizations in Puntland in
late October.

Second training workshop
for Executive Committees of
six district councils will be
held in October

next Issue:
The main theme in October
issue will be on "National
reconciliation".

IT’S  A  FACT: PDRC hosted three security gathering in August alone

PDRC's  latest:  Women  in  peacebuilding  program
Women  in  peacebuilding  program
The Women in Peacebuilding Program, PDRC's latest segment, was established with the aim of mainstreaming gender issues into the

existing PDRC entry points: Decentralization, Youth, and National Reconciliation. In addition to ensuring women's participation in PDRC's
entry points, the Women in Peacebuilding Program (WIP) team
carries out separate activities, collaboratively or independently,
such as International Women's Day on March 8th, 2007, hosted
by PDRC in collaboration with the Ministry of Women

Development and Family Affairs, the one-day forum in Baraxley for women communities in north and south Mudug, and the gender
training for Galkiyo Education Center for Peace and Development.

Regional  assessment
The WIP team just completed a regional assessment of active and functioning women's organizations and networks in Puntland. The

team visited five out of the seven regions: Bari, Nugaal, Sool, Mudug, and Karkar. Through our assessment, we met some of the most
dynamic women in Puntland. These women include Anab Hassan and Hawa Abdullahi
from United Somali Organization in Galkiyo, Zamzam Mohamed Elmi from the Abyan
Research and Development Center in Las Anood, Faduma Nur from Amin Organization
in Bosaso, Rukiya Mohamed Ali from the Poverty Welfare Organization in Gardo, and
Halima Abdulkadir Barre from the Nugaal Women Teachers Organization just to name
a few. The contribution of these women to the peace and wellbeing of the Puntland
constituencies cannot go unnoted.
Perhaps the most alarming finding of the assessment is the raise and the severity

of GBV cases. Women, young girls, and in some cases, elderly women, are not only
raped but they are subjugated to severe mutilation and self-humiliation. It is
imperative that this issue is dealt with immediately.
After the assessment, the WIP team has a better understanding of the lives women

in Puntland lead and their daily challenges.WIP program is eager to contribute to the alleviation of existing social challenges.
The month of Ramadan has briefly halted the momentum gained from the regional assessment. Be on the look out for the WIP events

and activities commencing shortly after the month of Ramadan.

The history of all times, and of especially today, teaches that women will
be forgotten if they forget to think about themselves - Louise Otto 

Gender training at GECPD Center

Shirweynihii Dib u Heshiisiinta ee Belaha Soomaaliyeed ee la gu
qabtay Xamar waxaa uu ku soo  gabagaboobay guul ka dib
markii uu socday 45 beri - laga billabo bartamah Lulyo ilaa
dhamadkii Agosto, 2007. Shirweynaha waxaa ka soo qaybgalay
2605 ergay oo ka kala yimid gobolada Soomaliya oo idil iyo
qurbaha. Ergooyinka waxaa ay mathalaayeen qabaailka Soomaalia

(Daarood, Dir, Digil & Mirifle, Hawiye iyo Beesha
Shanaad).Ergooynka waxaa soo xushay oo horkacaayey Isimada,
Duubabka , Malaaqyada beelahaas. Isimada ka socday Puntland
waxaa ay ahaayeen 22 Isim; ergadana waxaa ay aheed 180 oo 28
ka mid ahi ay tahay haween. Shirka waxaa hagayey guddi
madaxbanaan oo Mudane Cali Mahdi Maxammad ka yahay
guddoomiye.Shirweynaha waxaa la soo hordhigay oo la falanqeyey
qodobo muhim ah oo kor u dhaafay tobaneeye. Qodobadaas

waxaa ka mid ahaa: Xallinta Khilaafaadka, Xabadd Joojin iyo Hub
Iska Dhigid, Isu Celin Hantida Laka Heysto, Qaybsashada
Qeyraadka Dalka iyo Awood Siyaasadeed, Dowlad Wanaga, Xag
Jirnimada diimeed, Midnimada Soomaaliyeed, Xuquuqda
Haweenka…
Waxaa mudan in halkaan lagu xuso Iscafintii Guud ee

xamaasadda iyo lab la kaca ay ku dheehneed  ee
dhaxmartay Madax Dhaqameedyada Qabaailka ayadoo
la isweydarsanayo 114 Kutub ee  Quraanka Kariimka
ah. Ka dib waxaa qalinka lagu wada  duugay bayaan
ka tarjumaayo qodobada lagu hesiiyey. Shirweynaha
intii uu socday waxaa si is dabajoog ah u soo
booqanaayey ergooyin ka socda Beesha Caalnka oo
garwadeen u ahaayeen Wakiilada Qaramada midoobay
iyo daljirayaasha  shisheeye ee Soomaalia.
Gunaandkii Shirweynaha oo ay joogeen Madaxda ugu

sareysa Dowladda Ku meel Gaarka ah ee Soomaalia iyo
ergada bulshada caalanka, waxaa la gudoonsiiyey
Madax Weynaha Soomaalia , Mudane Cabdullahi Yusuf
Axmed , buug ay ku qoranyihiin wixii ka soo baxay
doodi dheamartay, heshiisyadii ay gaareen  iyo
talooyinkii ay soo jeediyeen ergooyinga belaha
Soomaaliyeed ee fadhiyey 45 beri  Xaruntii Gaadiidka
Booliska ee ku taallay Xaafadda Cabdul Casiis ee
Xamar.Waxaa kale ee xusid mudan heshiiska guud  ku

dhaxmaray Madaxda Dowladda Soomaaliya iyo Madax
Daqameedkii Beelaha Soomaaliya  magaalad Jidda - Dalka
Sacuudiya. Dib u heshiisiinta kuma soo afjarmin talaabooyinkaas
kor ku xusan ee waa ay sii amba qaadeysaa goorta ergooyinka ay
ku soo laabtaan gobaladooda. Geedi socodka dibuheshiisiinta
waxaa iska kaashan doona Dowladda Federalka, Dowlad
gobaleedka, ergooinkii Shirweynah, Hayadaha Caalamiga iyo
dadweynaha Soomaaliyeed.

Goobjoog Shirweynihii  dib u  heshiisiinta  ee  belaha  Soomaaliyeed

Qolka shirweynaha oo doodihii ka socdaan

Amina A. Nur, PDRC

Hassan Aden, PDRC

Please help us
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us what you

think. Write us
your comments
and suggestion

to  serve our
community

better.
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madbacadda 
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